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The library of John Jones (1650-1727), dean of Bangor. 

Abstract 

Very little research to date has been undertaken on private libraries in early modern 

Wales. However, a chance discovery of a small notebook in the Panton Papers at 

the National Library of Wales (hereafter NLW) revealed details of some of the books 

and manuscripts that John Jones, the dean of Bangor, lent to others in his circle in 

the years 1683-1724. This article investigates the contents of the dean’s library, and 

the identities and interests of some of the people who borrowed his material, before 

discussing its fate. It concludes that the range and types of books in John Jones’s 

library broadly equate with those of contemporaries, and that lending them to others 

in his social and vocational networks replicates similar practice elsewhere in Britain 

at the time. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

A two-day The keynote speech at the conference which gave rise to this special 

edition of essays held at Brecon Cathedral in April 2019 focussed on ‘reading, writing 

and collecting: books and manuscripts in Wales, 1450-1850’.1 The keynote 

speech,was delivered by Dr David Pearson, who explored the subject of book 

owners in early modern Wales and lamented the lack of knowledge on the collection 

and ownership of books here. Although more research has been carried out on 

private libraries in England, Mark Purcell has argued that, ‘the topic of private 

libraries is huge and complex and is difficult to study in a systematic way because an 

unknown proportion of the evidence is missing, and other scraps of it are dispersed 

 
1 Please see https://booksmanuscriptswales.wordpress.com/ for details. 
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to a very large extent’.2 Much of the research that has been carried out has focussed 

on individual book collections,3 so ‘most of this history [of book ownership in the late 

seventeenth century] remains to be written at local level’.4 Undoubtedly this is an 

area of study that is ripe for further investigation, particularly in a Welsh context, and 

David Pearson suggested that deficiencies in the current knowledge base could be 

addressed by greater investigation into the size of libraries at this time, their 

contents, the origins of this material, as well as information about how the books 

were managed. This research could be enhanced by attempting to gauge people’s 

motivations for collecting books.5 

This article aims to add a little more to what is currently known about this subject by 

examining the library of John Jones (1650-1727), the dean of Bangor, who is 

probably best remembered for his contribution to the activities of the SPCK (Society 

for Promoting Christian Knowledge), his support for education at Friars School in 

Bangor, and the establishment of a number of charity schools in the diocese of 

Bangor.6 However, the focus here will be on John Jones’s own library and the books 

 
2 Mark Purcell, ‘The private library in seventeenth and eighteenth century Surrey’, Library and 

Information History, 19:2 (2003), 120. 

3 David Pearson, ‘The libraries of English bishops, 1600-40’, The Library, s6.14 (1992), 221. 

4 Giles Mandelbrote, ‘Personal owners of books’, in Giles Mandelbrote and K.A. Manley (eds.), The 

Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain and Ireland, Vol. II 1640-1850 (Cambridge, 2006), p. 177.  

5 David Pearson, ‘The English private library in the seventeenth century’, The Library, 13.4, (2012), 

379-399.  

6 More information about these activities can be found in Henry Barber and Sir Henry Lewis, The 

History of Friars School, Bangor (Bangor, 1901); Mary Clement, The SPCK and Wales, 1699-1740: 

The History of the S.P.C.K. in Wales from its Foundation to the Early Years of the Welsh Methodist 

Movement (London, 1954); Eiluned Rees, ‘An introductory survey of eighteenth century Welsh 
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(and manuscripts) that he acquired not only for personal use but to lend to family, 

friends, and colleagues over a period of forty years in the late seventeenth and early 

eighteenth centuries. 

John Jones was described as dean of Bangor, educationist and antiquary in his entry 

in the Dictionary of Welsh Biography. He was the second son of Rowland and 

Margaret Jones, and was born in 1650 at Plas Gwyn, in the parish of Pentraeth on 

Anglesey. In 1668, he was awarded an MA from Trinity College, Cambridge, before 

taking the degrees of Bachelor and Doctor of Divinity. He took Holy Orders in 1669 

and received preferments to a number of parishes in North Wales over the next few 

years, as follows: Rhoscolyn (1672), Llandecwyn and Llanfihangel y traethau (1673), 

Llandegfan with Beaumaris (1683), Aber (1684) and Llanllechid (1699). John Jones 

secured a number of other positions in tandem: he was appointed treasurer and then 

dean of Bangor Cathedral in 1673 and 1689 respectively, and became prebend of 

Llanfair in the diocese of St. Asaph in 1696. The post of dean at Bangor Cathedral 

included the livings of the parishes of Gyffin, Llanfihangel Ysgeifiog and Llanffinan.7 

John Jones’s papers can be found in two of NLW’s archival collections: the Panton 

 
libraries’, Journal of the Welsh Bibliographical Society, 10.4 (1971), 197-258; Rev. Thomas 

Shankland, ‘Sir John Philipps: the Society for the Promoting Christian Knowledge; and the charity-

school movement in Wales, 1699-1737’, Transactions of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion, 

(1904-5), 74-216.  

7 Rev. Canon Evan Gilbert Wright, John Jones (1650-1727), dean of Bangor, educationist, and 

antiquary. Dictionary of Welsh Biography, (1959). Retrieved 16 August 2021, from 

https://biography.wales/article/s-JONE-JOH-1650 ; Rev. Evan Gilbert Wright, ‘Dean John Jones 

(1650-1727)’, Anglesey Antiquarian Society and Field Club Transactions (1952), 34-43.  

https://biography.wales/article/s-JONE-JOH-1650
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Papers8 and the Plas Gwyn Estate Records.9 The place of John Jones’s birth 

explains the connection with the latter archive, which holds correspondence sent to 

him from 1689, but what is not immediately obvious is why the notebook recording 

the books (and manuscripts) he lent between 1683-1724 ended up in the Panton 

papers. This matter is explained by a family tree in NLW’s paper schedule of the 

collection showing that Paul Panton, esq. of Bagillt, Flintshire (1727-1797) married 

Jane Jones (1725-1764), the heiress of Plas Gwyn and grand-daughter of John 

Jones’s older brother, William Jones (1648/9-1728).  

The dean of Bangor’s notebook is described in the scope and contents section of the 

NLW finding aid, as follows: 

 

A record of manuscripts and books lent by John Jones (dean of Bangor), 1683-

1724; ‘Rules for ye study of Theology by Dr [Thomas] Barlow of Oxford’, lists of 

books compiled for ‘a Friend who desired the Names of some Bookes, wich might 

bee fit to furnish a library for young (yet Academicall studies)’.10 

 

The unruled plain paper notebook measures approximately 9.2cm x 14.3cm. It has 

been bound by NLW staff in a brown leather cover with ‘NLW MS 9102A Record of 

books lent etc.’ in gold lettering on the spine. Two of the corners of the small book 

 
8 Aberystwyth, NLW, The Panton Papers, NLW MS 9102A (hereafter Panton Papers). 

9 Aberystwyth, NLW, Plas Gwyn Estate Records (1924) (hereafter Plas Gwyn), 72-120. Undated 

letters, [1689x1743], many to John Jones, dean of Bangor.  

10 NLW, Panton Papers. All examples cited in this article of material lent or information about the 

people who borrowed from the library are taken from this notebook. This source was unpaginated but 

entries were arranged roughly chronologically. 
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have been repaired in recent times, but otherwise it is in a good state of 

preservation. Unfortunately, there is no name written inside, but references within it 

to ‘my bishop of Bangor’, ‘Mr Lloyd curat of Llanfih[angel]’, as well as to family 

members, such as ‘my nephew O Lloyd’, ‘my nephew William Jones of Plas-gwyn’, 

and ‘my br[other] William Jones’ help to confirm the identity of the writer as John 

Jones. 

This article confines itself to the first section of the notebook: manuscripts and books 

lent. Though unnumbered, this part comprises forty-nine pages of brief details of the 

names of the books (and manuscripts) in John Jones’s library that were lent out and 

the names of the borrowers, mainly arranged in a chronological order. The earliest 

date for these entries appears part way through the notebook as 13 October 1691, 

with previous listings being undated (although the NLW description dates them from 

1683). The final note in the register was dated 23 May 1724, which suggests that 

John Jones lent out material in his custody for over forty years. The notes were 

mainly written in a single column, as can be seen later in Figures 1 and 2, although 

additional information was added in the margin on occasions. As can be detected in 

the sample pages, most of the entries were written in black ink, which has now faded 

to brown, rather than in pencil, and many had been crossed through, perhaps 

indicating the return of the item(s) listed? The highly abbreviated nature of some of 

the entries combined with poor quality Italic handwriting makes them challenging to 

decipher at times. Presumably the writer kept these notes merely as an aide 

memoire and didn’t anticipate that anyone else would ever consult them. 

This small notebook offers the researcher a great amount of potentially interesting 

data about the sort of material kept in a clergyman’s private library in North West 

Wales at the end of the seventeenth and at the start of the eighteenth centuries.   

Commented [j1]: Please insert Figure 1 
Figure 1. Entries for 18 September 1695 – 6 December 
1695 (reproduced by permission of the National Library 
of Wales) 
Source: The Panton Papers, NLW MS 9102A 
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However, even after a thorough examination of its contents and a certain amount of 

additional research, there remain a number of unanswered questions. Unlike some 

comparable records of book loans,11 there is no information in John Jones’s 

notebook about how or where he had acquired his books (and manuscripts), how 

much he had paid for them, their condition, or even whether it had been necessary at 

times to send some of them to the bookbinders for repair work. It is unclear if John 

Jones amassed things simply of interest to him, or whether he had some sort of 

informal collecting policy in operation. In her survey of Welsh eighteenth century 

libraries, Eiluned Rees, a former Assistant Keeper at NLW, argued that many Welsh 

book collectors were obliged to restrict themselves to ‘subjects most dear to their 

hearts’ due to limited funds,12 but the extent of the dean’s book budget is unknown.  

Perusing John Jones’s loan register is not the same as having access to a catalogue 

of his library. As it is, the full extent of his holdings is unknown - it is unclear whether 

all of John Jones’s books (and manuscripts) were recorded in the notebook or even 

if they were all available for people to borrow. Maybe the dean only allowed certain 

items to leave his library whereas others had to be read in situ. Perhaps some books 

were off limits to most people and others were simply of no interest to anyone? Also, 

 
11 A good example of a loan register was compiled by the Rev. John Griffiths of Llandyssilio, 

Carmarthenshire, who recorded hundreds of ‘books lended’ between 1770-1796. He also created a 

catalogue of his material and noted ‘money laid out’ on the purchase and repair of some items. 

George Eyre Evans, ‘John Griffiths, clericus. His curious register and diary’, Transactions of the 

Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society and Field Club Vol. II, parts V-VIII (April 1906-May 1907), 190, 

192-196. 

12 Rees, ‘An introductory survey’, 235. 
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there is no evidence that John Jones recorded all loans in his notebook – he might 

simply have forgotten to do so on occasions. As a rough guide, David Pearson has 

used existing (but limited) data to estimate that the average English private library in 

the years 1690-1715 would have contained about 3,400 books, although ‘anything in 

excess of three thousand volumes would be reckoned a strikingly large collection’ at 

this time.13 Whether John Jones’s library had anywhere near 3,000 books though 

seems highly unlikely after scrutinising his list of loans. 

John Jones did not appear to impose any lending rules or restrictions on his material, 

in contrast to the Bangor Diocesan Library (established later on in 1709),14 which 

had strict rules on user eligibility, the number of books to be borrowed at any time, 

the time period for which they could be taken, and the amount of money to be 

pledged as security for the safe return of the book(s).15 It is by no means certain 

whether the dean permitted some people to borrow more books than others, and if 

so, on what terms. Certainly, Bishop Humphrey Humphreys of Bangor (1689-1701) 

seemed to have had large numbers of books on loan at times. Also, apart from 

crossing out certain entries in the notebook (as can be seen in Figures 1 and 2), 

perhaps to signify they were no longer out on loan, it is uncertain whether all items 

were returned to the dean’s library.  

The location of John Jones’s library is moot: was it established and did it remain in 

his home in Beaumaris or was it moved from Anglesey to Bangor after Jones 

became treasurer then dean of Bangor Cathedral in the years 1673 and 1689 

 
13 Pearson, ‘The English private library’, 380. 

14 E Gwynne Jones and James Robert Vivian Johnston, Catalogue of the Bangor Cathedral Library 

now Deposited in the University College of North Wales (Bangor, 1961), p. xi.  

15 Maura Tallon, Church in Wales Diocesan Libraries (Athlone, 1962), p. 16. 
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respectively? Certainly, a number of letters were sent to John Jones at Old Place, 

Beaumaris in the years 1686-1694,16 whereas others written in 1706 and 1708 were 

addressed to him ‘at Bangor’.17 Although Beaumaris and Bangor are under three 

miles apart as the crow flies, the treacherous Menai Straits would have made the 

ferry crossing a hazardous activity at this time, and perhaps deterred people from 

frequently moving precious objects, such as books, back and forth. Interestingly, 

when Humphrey Humphreys, bishop of Bangor, wrote to John Jones on 13 June 

1689 to persuade him to accept the position of dean of Bangor, as well as 

highlighting the financial value attached to the post, he promised him,  

 

You may live where and as you do … If you do take the Deanery I think you ought 

to make your constant residence at Beaumaris which is a cure of that importance 

and only pay the canonical residence of Bangor more or lesse as shall be most 

convenient.18  

 

Nearly eleven years later, John Chamberlayne, the secretary of the SPCK, wrote to 

John Jones on 23 April 1700 stating that he had been informed ‘by Mr Robert Wynne 

of Carnarvon that you are lately removed from the Isle of Anglesey to Bangor’.19 It is 

unclear whether this was a permanent move that included the library because the 

Plas Gwyn archives include later letters addressed to Jones at Beaumaris as well as 

 
16 NLW, Plas Gwyn, 77, 79, 83-84, 86. 

17 Ibid., 95, 99. 

18 Ibid., 80. 

19 Ibid., 90. 
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to the dean of Bangor at Bangor.20 As will be seen later, it may well be significant 

that the people in the notebook who can be positively identified overwhelmingly 

seem to have lived on Anglesey, although there are occasional references to others 

from Caernarfonshire, and further afield.  

Finally, although we have a list of people who borrowed John Jones’s books and 

manuscripts, there is no evidence to show which ones he read and used himself. 

Benito Rial pointed out in his article about sixteenth century Spanish private book 

inventories that the presence of books in someone’s house did not necessarily mean 

that the owner and other inhabitants read any themselves; books could have been 

bought to promote the social standing of someone, or simply formed part of a dowry 

or inheritance.21 However, other researchers have asserted that all books would 

probably have been read by their owner at least once.22 Vivienne Dunstan alluded to 

this uncertainty about how much owners actually read their own books in her study 

of book ownership in eighteenth century Scotland.23 However, Eiluned Rees, in her 

survey of eighteenth century Welsh libraries, maintained that at this time in Wales 

‘books were purchased because their owners wanted to read them rather than as a 

 
20 For example, Thomas Morrison sent Jones a letter dated 3 August 1706 addressed to Beaumaris 

concerning the purpose and progress of the SPCK; another letter dated 9 September 1706  on a 

similar subject was sent to Bangor. NLW, Plas Gwyn, 94, 95. 

21 Benito Rial, ‘Sixteenth century private book inventories and some problems related to their 

analysis’, Library and Information History, 26.1 (2010), 76-77.  

22 Philippe Berger, Libro y Lectura en la Valencia del Renacimiento, 1, (Valencia, 1987), 359-60, 

quoted by Rial, ‘Sixteenth century private book inventories’, 76. 

23 Vivienne Dunstan, ‘Book ownership in late eighteenth century Scotland: a local case study of 

Dumfriesshire inventories’, The Scottish Historical Review XCI, 2: no. 232 (2012), 266. 
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status symbol’.24 She argued that ‘literacy was not confined to any class of society or 

any part of the country… every profession had its book-collectors, as had every 

village; but what proportion they formed of the whole is … a matter for speculation’.25  

 

BOOKS26  

A number of studies have been undertaken into the types of material found in private 

libraries. Benito Rial categorized books as those acquired for professional purposes, 

such as a clergyman’s copies of the Bible, and those obtained for reading at leisure. 

He noted that Classical works often formed an important part of many libraries – so, 

for example, reading work by Seneca was believed to help instill Christian values, 

Juvenal was associated with teaching morality, and Cicero, Horace and Virgil 

assisted their readers’ efforts to acquire a good standard of Latin.27 

David Pearson suggested that at least fifty per cent of the books in English private 

libraries by the seventeenth century could be categorized broadly as theological, and 

the remainder would include varying percentages (according to the profession or 

interests of the owner) linked to the classics, geography and travel, history, law, 

literature, natural history, science.28 After analysing the contents of the libraries of a 

group of English archbishops and bishops in office between 1600-1640, David 

 
24 Rees, ‘An introductory survey’, 257. 

25 Ibid., 257-8. 

26 The English Short Title Catalogue has been used to make suggestions in footnotes of the names of 

the authors and titles of their books recorded in John Jones’s notebook. In some cases it is 

impossible to be sure of the edition or printing date of the books held by Jones. 

27 Rial, ‘Sixteenth century private book inventories’, 78-9. 

28 Pearson, ‘The English private library’, 383.  
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Pearson noted that many of the men in his sample were well known scholars (in 

order to attain their positions in the Church of England) and they were sufficiently 

affluent to be able to afford to buy books.29 As stated earlier, Dean John Jones had 

been a student at Cambridge in his youth and held number of degrees; presumably 

he would have bought a number of books in his student days and simply carried on 

adding to them over the years. It is noteworthy that private libraries at the end of the 

seventeenth century compared with those at the beginning tended to have greater 

numbers of books printed in England in English at the expense of those printed on 

the Continent in other languages. Also, by 1700, David Pearson claimed that many 

libraries were housed in their own room or in at least in part of a room with a desk.30  

Mark Purcell also carried out research to categorize the books found in 

contemporary private libraries. He classified books listed in a 1774 sales catalogue 

by John Russell, a Guildford bookseller, as follows: ‘Libri Classici, Medicine, Divinity, 

Mathematics and Science, History and Travels, Law, Dictionaries, Grammars, 

Novels and Romances and Poetry and Translation’.31 Similarly, in his Borrowings 

from the Bristol Library 1773-1784. A Unique Record of Reading Vogues, Paul 

Kaufman separated the types of works borrowed from the library into nine 

categories, as follows: Theology and Ecclesiastical History; History, Antiquities and 

Geography; Jurisprudence; Philosophy; Mathematics, etc.; Medicine and Anatomy; 

Natural History and Chemistry; Belles Lettres; Miscellanies.32  

 
29 Pearson, ‘The libraries of English bishops’, 223. 

30 Pearson, ‘The English private library’, 385. 

31 Purcell, ‘The private library’, 125. 

32 Paul Kaufman, Borrowings from the Bristol Library 1773-1784. A Unique Record of Reading 

Vogues (Charlottesville, 1960), contents page. 
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Paul Kaufman later investigated the presence of community lending libraries in 

eighteenth century Ireland and Wales. He concluded that documentary evidence on 

the subject for Wales was ‘disappointingly limited’.33 However, his research article 

acknowledged the ground-breaking work of the lending libraries established by the 

SPCK and the parochial libraries catering for the clergy. Additionally, he noted that 

extant records at NLW indicated the presence of a number of private libraries in 

Wales at this time.34 Interestingly, Paul Kaufman35 referenced an article by George 

Eyre Evans that featured two pocketbooks belonging to Rev. John Griffiths, a 

clergyman located in Llandyssilio, Carmarthenshire, entitled, ‘Catalogue of all the 

books in my possession 1764’ and ‘Books lended’ dated 1763-1796.36 According to 

Evans, ‘by far the larger number of volumes on [John Griffiths’s] shelves was of the 

theological type, current in the latter half of the eighteenth century’ but he also 

collected the Classical writers, novels, books on history and philosophy, ‘accompting’ 

and ‘cyphering’ amongst others.37  

Eiluned Rees claimed that most of the books in John Jones’s library were ‘the 

standard theological works and the classics’ and they were mainly borrowed by 

members of the clergy.38 In this respect the dean’s library matched the situation in 

most private libraries at this time when devotional and theological books far 

 
33 Paul Kaufman, ‘Community lending libraries in eighteenth century Ireland and Wales’, The Library 

Quarterly: Information, Community, Policy, 33.4 (1963), 306. 

34 Ibid., 310. 

35 Ibid., 311. 

36 Evans, ‘John Griffiths’, 190, 193. 

37 Ibid., 193-4. 

38 Rees, ‘An introductory survey’, 221. 
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outnumbered those relating to science or literature. Some of these works may not 

always have accorded with the beliefs of their owners, but David Pearson and others 

have suggested that people would have been keen to read about contrary viewpoints 

in order to counter them vigorously and defend their own more effectively.39 This 

would explain the presence of books such as Platina’s Lives of the Popes,40 the Life 

of Mahomet,41 and Defensio Ecclesiae Anglicanae42 in John Jones’s possession. 

It is worth selecting some examples from Jones’s register to demonstrate the range 

of material he amassed, using some of the categories identified by Paul Kaufman et 

al. above. Unsurprisingly, Theology and Ecclesiastical History constituted the most 

popular category in John Jones’s library with numerous examples to choose from, 

including: Worthington’s Of Self-resignacion,43 lent to Mrs Haynes of Baron Hill 

sometime before October 1689; Godolphin’s Repertorium,44 borrowed by Richard 

Parry on 22 February 1710/11 and 24 April 1714; and Bishop Bull’s Life, 45 lent to Mr 

William Evans on 3 October 1716.  

 
39 David Pearson, Book Ownership in Stuart England. The Lyell Lectures 2018 (Oxford, 2021), p. 6. 

40 Bartolomea Platina and Sir Paul Rycaut. The Lives of the Popes: from the Time of Our Saviour 

Jesus Christ, to the Reign of Sixtus IV (London, 1685). 

41 This work was prefixed to The Alcoran of Mahomet (London, various dates). 

42 Gulielmi Nicholsii [William Nicholls], Defensio Ecclesiae Anglicanae (Londini, 1707). 

43 John Worthington, The Great Duty of Self-resignation to the Divine Will by the Pious and Learned 

(London, various dates). 

44 John Godolphin, Repertorium Canonicum (Londini, various dates). 

45 Robert Nelson, The Life of Dr. George Bull (London, various dates). 
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There was a far smaller proportion of books in the library that could be classified 

under History, Antiquities and Geography. For example, ‘Cambden’s Elizabetha46 

was borrowed on 15 September 1710 by O. Lloyd; various volumes of Clarendon’s 

History47 taken by Mr Lan’ Bulkeley on 31 May 1710 and again on 14 October 1710; 

Mr Francis Bulkeley and ‘my lord of Bangor’ (Humphrey Humphreys) took away 

Nicolson’s English Historical Library48 on 21 January 1696/7 and 15 December 1697 

respectively; and The Breviary of Brittayn49 was lent to ‘my Lord of Bangor’ on 23 

March 1696/7 and again on 10 April 1700. O. Lloyd later borrowed The Account of 

Danish Missionaries to the East, etc.50 on 15 November 1711. Philosophy and 

Natural History were represented by Philosophia Vetus et Nova,51 borrowed on 27 

January 1693/4 by ‘my lord of Bangor’. Although there was no evidence of any books 

that fell into the categories of Jurisprudence, Mathematics or Chemistry, several 

examples fitted into the Medicine and Anatomy bracket. These included Harvey’s 

 
46 William Camden, The History of the Most Renowned and Victorious Princess Elizabeth, late Queen 

of England (London, various dates). 

47 Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, The History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England (Oxford, 

various dates) 

48 William Nicholson, The English Historical Library (London, 1696). 

49 Humfrey Lhuyd, The Breviary of Britayne (London, 1573). 

50 Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg, transl. by J.T. Philipps, An Account of the Religion, Manners, and 

Learning of the People of Malabar in the East-Indies (London, 1717). 

51 Jean-Baptiste du Hamel, Philosophia Vetus et Nova ad Usum Scholæ Accommodata, in Regia 

Burgundia Olim Pertractata (Londini, 1685). 
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Family Physician,52 lent to Mr J.O. of Penrhos prior to October 1689 and Salmon’s 

Dispensatory,53 lent to Mr Humphreys in September 1710. 

Finally, there were a number of examples of poetry books, Classical works, 

dictionaries, grammars as well as more miscellaneous works in the library. Poems by 

Herbert54 and Cowley55 were lent to Mr Griffiths and to ‘my Lady B[ulkeley] of 

Baronhill’ respectively before October 1689, and Madam Lumley Bulkeley borrowed 

Cowley’s Poems later on in November 1692. Several volumes of Tacitus, Horace, 

Juvenal and Persius were taken by Mr Robert Bulkeley at some point before October 

1689. A Mr Hawkshaw borrowed a French grammar, a Greek grammar and a copy 

of the French liturgy prior to October 1689, and Mr Robert Bulkeley borrowed 

Cotgrave’s French dictionary56 on the 9 December 1698. Mr Jones of Baron Hill took 

temporary possession of the Description of Coffee-Tea-etc.57 at some point between 

October 1689 and October 1691, and Mr White had the Present State of Morocco58 

in February 1695/6. Dick Bulkeley, ‘my curate’ at Llanfihangel and Llanffinan 

 
52 Gideon Harvey, The Family-physician, and the House-apothecary (London, 1678). 

53 William Salmon, Pharmacopœia Londinensis. Or, the New London Dispensatory (London, various 

dates). 

54 George Herbert, The Temple (London, various dates). 

55 Abraham Cowley, Poems (London, 1656). 

56 This could be a reference to Randle Cotgrave, A Dictionarie of the French and English Tongues 

(London, various dates) or A French-English Dictionary (London, 1650). 

57 Unidentified title. 

58 S.L., A Letter from a Gentleman of the Lord Ambassador Howard's Retinue, to his Friend in 

London: Dated at Fez, Nov. 1. 1669 (London, 1670). 
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borrowed Acts of Parliament against swearing and cursing, perjury, drunkenness, 

profaning the Lord’s day, etc.59 on 10 October 1718.  

Certain books feature a number of times in the register and seemed to be particularly 

popular. For example, a copy of Anthony Wood’s Athenae Oxoniensis60 was lent to 

my Lord Bulkeley on 6 December 1695, to Mr O. Roberts or Mr Robert Humphreys 

on 5 January 1698/9, to O. Lloyd on 16 February 1710/11, and the old edition to Mr 

William Evans on 23 May 1724. One of the items most in demand was Thomas 

Tully’s Enchiridion,61 which was lent to Mr Jones of Baron Hill (8 June 1692), Mr 

Edwards of Llanfihangel (4 September 1697), Mr Hugh Morgan (1 August 1698), 

John Price (20 October 1701), ‘my nephew’ O[wen] Lloyd (24 July 1705 and again 

on 25 April 1706), Mr David Dolben (11 October 1708), Mr Lewis (3 August 1710), 

and finally to Mr John Ellis of M’ y Groes (8 February 1710/11).  

Archival evidence suggests that John Jones contributed to the works of various 

antiquarians, and the author of at least one of the books in his collection had 

benefitted directly from Jones’s local knowledge. This was Mr Browne Willis’s Antiqs’ 

of Bangor,62  lent to Mr Ellis of Llanbedr on 8 August 1721, to Mr Chancellor on 28 

August 1721, to ‘my lord of Bangor’ (William Baker) on 9 September 1723, and 

finally to Mr William Evans on 23 May 1724 under the title of Willis’ Account of 

Bangor. A number of letters in the Plas Gwyn collection from Browne Willis updated 

 
59 One of these items may well have been a copy of the Profane Swearing Act, 1694 (6 & 7 Will. & 

Mar., c. 11).  

60 Anthony A. Wood, Athenae Oxoniensis (London, various dates). 

61 Thomas Tully, Præcipuorum Theologiæ Capitum Enchiridion Didacticum (Londini, various dates). 

62 Browne Willis, A Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bangor; and the Edifices Belonging to it 

(London, 1721). 
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the dean on his research progress and requested help on various issues.63 One of 

these missives, dated 27 October 1720, asked John Jones, or his nephew [Owen 

Lloyd], about the religious houses to which various parishes in the diocese of Bangor 

were appropriated. The writer apologized by saying, ‘I am sorry to be so troublesome 

with you both having been so already so heartily gratyfyed’.64 The dean, along with 

other ‘worthy friends’ eventually were publicly acknowledged by Browne Willis for 

enhancing some of the information collected for his Survey of the Cathedral Church 

of Bangor, and the Edifices Belonging to it… (1721) ‘out of old evidences remaining 

at Bangor’.65 

As well as books, John Jones lent various manuscripts to people. One example that 

occurs periodically was a manuscript described as, ‘The amerciaments of the county 

of Anglesey on account of the rebellion of Owain Glyndyfrdwy’ lent to ‘the bishop’ on 

an undated occasion prior to 1689, again on 13 October 1691, to Mr Thomas 

Humphreys on 21 March 1693/4, and to Mr Rowlands, vicar of Llanidan on 17 June 

1703. An entry dated 28 February 1706/7 (shown in Figure 2), recorded that Jones 

had sent his ‘manuscript of amerciaments of the clergy and gentry of Anglesey’ to Mr 

Edward Lhwyd, Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum at ‘Oxon’ to transcribe; it had 

been delivered to Lhwyd by Hugh Jones of Bryn-hyrdd[in] ‘when he went thither to 

admit his son’, and was to be returned ‘by a safe hand’.  

 

 
63 NLW, Plas Gwyn, 103, 110, 111. 

64 Ibid., 111. 

65 Willis, A Survey, p. 130. 

Commented [j2]: Please insert Figure 2 
Figure 2. Entries for 28 February 1706/7 – 21 February 
[1708/9] (reproduced by permission of the National 
Library of Wales) 
Source: The Panton Papers, NLW MS 9102A 
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Henry Rowlands’ manuscript of ‘The antiquities of the Menai Hundred’66 was lent to 

Mr Morgan of ‘ffriers’ on 19 April 1707. It is interesting to ponder why John Jones 

had a copy of this manuscript – had the author asked for his comments perhaps? 

John Jones’s brother William borrowed David Hughes’ will67 on the 20 January 

1708/9, and again a month later. Similarly, the bishop of Bangor (John Evans) 

borrowed Dr Lewis’s will68 on 24 November 1704 and Mr Williams of Pentir69 was 

given Bishop Rowlands’ will70 on 25 April 1705.  

A comparison of what is known about the contents of John Jones’s library with those 

featured in David Pearson’s article on ‘Patterns of book ownership in the late 

seventeenth century England’,71 makes it possible to assess the extent to which the 

dean’s holdings were typical of the time. According to David Pearson, the majority of 

books in collections at this time seemed to be related to the classics and theology. 

 
66 Henry Rowlands was the rector of Llanidan, Anglesey, and went on to publish Mona Antiqua 

Restaurata: An Archaeological Discourse on the Antiquities, Natural and Historical, of the Isle of 

Anglesey, the Antient Seat of the British Druids in 1723. 

67 Possibly Aberystwyth, NLW, Will of David Hughes of Heneglwys, Anglesey, gent., 1705, B/1705/2 

W. Retrieved 7 January 2022 from http://hdl.handle.net/10107/933008  

68 Probably a reference to Aberystwyth, NLW, Will of Pierce Lewis of Bangor, Caernarfon, clerk, 1699, 

B/1699/43 W. Retrieved 7 January 2022 from http://hdl.handle.net/10107/936546  

69 It is not clear which Mr Williams this referred to in the pedigree for the Williams family of Plas Pentir, 

near Bangor. John Edwards Griffiths, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire Families: with their 

Collateral Branches in Denbighshire, Merionethshire and other parts (3rd edn, Wrexham, 1998), p. 

255. 

70 London, The National Archives, Will of Henry Rowland, Bishop of Bangor, 12 September 1616, 

PROB 11/128/256. 

71 David Pearson, ‘Patterns of book ownership in late seventeenth century England’, The Library, 11.2 

(2010), 160-163. 

http://hdl.handle.net/10107/933008
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/936546
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These included classical / ancient texts by Horace, Ovid, Plutarch and Tacitus, and, 

as recorded earlier, John Jones also had work by Juvenal and Persius, lent to 

Robert Bulkeley and Mr Francis Prichard prior to October 1689; early and medieval 

texts by Eusebius and Sir Thomas Aquinas were lent to Mr Samuel, vicar of 

Dwygyfylchi on 13 April 1702, and to Mr Morgan, curate of Aber on 23 August 1692 

respectively. Early modern texts, such as Calvin’s Institutions,72 works by Wollebius, 

and Pearson’s Exposition on the Creed73 were borrowed by Mr Griffith Jones, Mr 

Edwards of Llanfihangel and Mr Jones, curate of Aber, respectively, for example. A 

number of different works by Anglican theologians also proved popular with various 

people, such as Humphrey Morgan, who took Ussher’s Body of Divinity74 on 5 

October 1702, and Mr Eyton of Beaumaris, who borrowed Stillingfleet’s 

Ecclesiastical Cases,75 amongst other items, on 22 November 1703. In addition, as 

recorded above, the dean had a fairly good selection of books on history, geography 

as well as Elizabethan poetry, grammar books and dictionaries. These items were 

mainly in Latin and English, although there is evidence of some books in Greek, 

Welsh, French and Italian in the library.  

The examples of books and manuscripts given above indicate the variety of material 

that John Jones had acquired or could freely access in his capacity as dean (in the 

case of probate material). Obviously, John Jones was a clergyman so it is 

unsurprising that a significant proportion of his holdings related to his calling, even if 

 
72 Jean Calvin, The Institutions of Christian Religion (London, 1580). 

73 John Pearson, Exposition of the Creed (London, various dates). 

74 James Ussher, A Body of Divinity (London, various dates). 

75 Edward Stillingfleet, Ecclesiastical Cases Relating to the Duties and Rights of the Parochial Clergy 

(London, various dates). 
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the wills he lent to people belonged to the Church rather than being his own personal 

property. Some of the entries in the loans register highlight John Jones’s interest in 

antiquarianism and genealogy, as well as his links with some well-known 

contemporary researchers and writers, such as Edward Lhuyd, Henry Rowlands, 

and Browne Willis.  

 

BORROWERS  

Giles Mandelbrote has stated that the term ‘‘private libraries’ obscures the extent to 

which books were being borrowed, lent and exchanged’ in the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries.76 It has even been suggested that there are clear parallels 

between early private libraries and modern public libraries in the way that they were 

not necessarily restricted to the owner and their family but sometimes supplied 

resource material for the locality.77 This view was echoed by Eiluned Rees, who 

maintained that, ‘books were freely lent, of necessity, since editions were not as 

large as they are nowadays’ and ‘access to [eighteenth century] Welsh libraries was 

surprisingly easy on the whole’.78 She supplied a number of examples to support this 

statement, suggesting that access to private libraries depended on someone’s 

personal reputation or sponsorship by a reliable member of society. Also, it seemed 

that it was quite common to have to provide security of some sort for any material 

borrowed.79 Whilst some owners were happy to allow people to borrow their books 

and manuscripts freely, others gave permission for their material to be read in situ 

 
76 Mandelbrote, ‘Personal owners’, p. 178. 

77 David Pearson, Book Ownership in Stuart England. The Lyell Lectures 2018 (Oxford, 2021), p. 9.  

78 Rees, ‘An introductory survey’, 217-218. 

79 Ibid., 220. 
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only. However, there are examples of those with a more unreliable reputation being 

barred from entering homes and libraries at all!80  

What is rare is the survival of any evidence that records the book loans. Paul 

Kaufman claimed that the Rev. John Griffiths’s ‘one-man lending library is probably 

unique’ in this respect and ‘the number of persons to whom he made loans’ was 

unusual.81 However, there are similarities between the information in the Rev. 

Griffiths’s register and the details in Dean John Jones’s notebook compiled eighty 

years earlier.  

So, who were the people that borrowed material from John Jones’s library? Various 

snippets of information in the notebook can be used to categorize the lenders 

broadly into groups, as follows: clergy; schoolmasters; family; as well as friends and 

neighbours. The examples below provide an indication of the range of these people 

and their interests. 

Members of the clergy constituted the main group of borrowers of John Jones’s 

books. Letters in the Plas Gwyn Papers at NLW show that the dean supported the 

endeavours of the SPCK. He became correspondent for Anglesey in January 

1699/170082 and would have been well aware of the efforts of Thomas Bray to set up 

small libraries for poverty-stricken clergy in North America and later on in Britain so 

that they could access the main texts to educate and equip themselves to preach the 

 
80 Ibid., 218. 

81 Kaufman, ‘Community’, 311.  

82 Wright, ‘Dean John Jones’, 38. 
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gospel and counter Dissent and Roman Catholicism.83 No doubt the dean would 

have been anxious to do whatever he could to assist in these endeavours in his own 

part of the world. Several bishops of Bangor are listed in the notebook: Humphrey 

Humphreys (1689-1701) appeared on nine occasions between 1689 and 1700 and 

borrowed up to ten books at a time, mainly on theological themes, plus the odd 

manuscript. Figure 1 shows that the bishop confined himself to a modest five items 

on 18 September 1695 though. Humphreys was a well-known ‘antiquarian and 

enthusiastic genealogist’, hailed by Edward Lhuyd as, ‘incomparably the best skil’d in 

our antiquities of any person in Wales’.84 Two of Humphreys’ successors, John 

Evans (1701-1716) and William Baker (1723-1727) appeared on four occasions and 

once respectively, and were far more moderate in their requests, taking only one or 

two items at a time. Much, but not all, of the theological material was borrowed by 

people linked to the Church in some way, including Mr Williams, the usher, Mr Elis, 

‘My Lord’s chaplain’, the vicars of Bangor, Dwygyfylchi, and Llanidan, as well as a 

number of curates linked to the parishes of Aber, Beaumaris, Llanfaes, Llanfihangel, 

Llanffinan, and Llanllechid.  

The importance of affording school masters as well as clergymen access to 

appropriate literature was widely recognised at this time, and was one of the reasons 

 
83 William M. Jacob, ‘Libraries for the parish: individual donors and charitable societies’, in Giles 

Mandelbrote and K.A. Manley (eds.), The Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain and Ireland, Vol. II 

1640-1850 (Cambridge, 2006), pp. 73-74. 

84 J. Gwynfor Jones, ‘Scribes and patrons in the seventeenth century’, in Philip Henry Jones and 

Eiluned Rees (eds.), A Nation and its Books: A History of the Book in Wales (Aberystwyth, 1998), p. 

87. 
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for the foundation of the Diocesan Libraries in Wales.85 There is evidence of at least 

one of the masters at Friars School, Bangor, Mr David Dolben, taking the opportunity 

to borrow books from John Jones’s library prior to the opening of the Diocesan 

Library. He borrowed a number of books in September and October 1708, February 

1708/9 (as shown in Figure 2) and February 1709/10.86  

Family members who availed themselves of some of the contents of John Jones’s 

library included his older brother William of Plas Gwyn, High Sheriff for Anglesey, 

1693-4,87 who borrowed the will of David Hughes on 20 January (as can be seen in 

Figure 2) and later on in February 1708/9. Hugh Jones of Bryn Hyrddin, a nephew, 

who borrowed couple of books on 28 February 1698/9, and Mr John Williams who 

took the Life of Mahomet88 and Nichols’ Defensio Ecclesiae Anglicanae89 on 3 

November 1710, could well have been his cousin from Ty-fry, who was the High 

Sheriff for Anglesey in 1701.90  A nephew, also called William Jones of Plas Gwyn, 

 
85 The Bangor Diocesan Library was established by a Deed of Settlement dated 10 January 1709 ‘to 

provide the poorer clergy and schoolmasters with the loan of books on certain terms.’ Jones and 

Johnston, Catalogue, p. xi. 

86 In Barber and Lewis’s History of Friars School, pp. 38-44, it was stated that Dean John Jones made 

a number of recommendations concerning the cataloguing of Friars’ School books in his report for the 

Bishop’s first visitation in 1690. David Dolben was finally charged with this task in 1716. 

87 Griffiths, Pedigrees, p. 104. This book helps to show the links between Jones’s immediate family 

and others in the wider locality, as well as notes the public positions and offices held by some of these 

people.  

88 This work was prefixed to The Alcoran of Mahomet (London, various dates). 

89 Nicholsii [Nicholls], Defensio. 

90 Griffiths, Pedigrees, p. 20. John Jones named his ‘dear brother’ William Jones of Plas Gwyn, his 

‘good cosen and nephew’ Mr Hugh Jones of Bryn Hyrddin, and ‘my worthy cosen’ John Williams of 
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who was described as a barrister at law and Recorder of Beaumaris,91 took 

temporary possession of a copy of Lord Nottingham’s, Answer to Mr Whiston92 in 

July 1721. Another nephew, Owen Lloyd, rector of Llansadwrn, was drawn to works 

like Sparrow’s Canons,93 Fleetwood’s Sermons94 and Tully’s Enchiridion on his four 

visits to the library between July 1705 to April 1706. As will be seen later, he was the 

only relative to be left any books and manuscripts in John Jones’s will, although 

bequests were also made to various siblings, nieces, nephews, and cousins.95 

Friends, neighbours and fellow researchers were well represented in John Jones’s 

register. Members of the Bulkeley family from Baron Hill, near Beaumaris, as well as 

others who are linked to this place, feature a number of times in the loans register. 

Lord and Lady Bulkeley of Baron Hill, near Beaumaris, borrowed material on 6 

October 1695 and some time before 24 October 1689 respectively. Richard, Lord 

 
‘Ty-frû’, all of the parish of Pentraeth, as the trustees of £100 to be put towards a Charity School to 

educate ten poor children from that parish. Aberystwyth, NLW, Will of John Jones, DD, Bangor, 

Caernarfon, Dean of Bangor, 1727, B/1727/50 W. Retrieved 16 August 2021, from 

http://hdl.handle.net/10107/395493 The dean’s will is a fruitful source of information about his close 

circle, since he made a number of bequests to relatives, and named people to act as trustees of 

financial gifts that were to be held for the use and benefit of a number of parishes and charity schools. 

91 Griffiths, Pedigrees, p. 104. 

92 Daniel Finch, Earl of Nottingham, The Answer of The Earl of Nottingham to Mr Whiston's Letter to 

him (London, various dates). 

93 Church of England [compiled by Anthony Sparrow], A Collection of Articles, Injunctions, Canons, 

Orders, Ordinances, & Constitutions Ecclesiastical (London, various dates). 

94 A number of different sermons by William Fleetwood (1656-1723), bishop of St Asaph and bishop 

of Ely, were published at various times so it is impossible to identify the ones in John Jones’s library 

without further information. 

95 Aberystwyth, NLW, Will of John Jones. 

http://hdl.handle.net/10107/395493
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Viscount Bulkeley of Cashel (1658-1704) was a leading member of society in North 

West Wales, and held a number of public positions during his life, including Custos 

Rotulorum for Caernarfonshire and later Anglesey, MP for Anglesey and MP for 

Beaumaris, as well as chancellor and chamberlain of Anglesey, Caernarfonshire and 

Merionethshire. It is unclear whether the Lady Bulkeley mentioned in the notebook 

was Lord Bulkeley’s first wife Mary (married in 1681) or his second wife Elizabeth 

(married in 1688).96  

Another neighbour, Mr Henry White of ‘ffriers’,97 in the parish of Llanfaes, also 

situated near Beaumaris, borrowed Platina’s Lives of the Popes98 together with 

Rycaut’s Continuation of Richard Knolles’ Turkish history99 on 19th November 1695. 

(These two books had been borrowed by Mr Roger Price two months previously, so 

were obviously in demand!). Mr Morgan also of ‘ffriers’ took away some books on a 

couple of occasions, including Nichols’ Defensio Ecclesiae Anglicanae100 on 29 

November 1707.  

A number of women appeared in the loans notebook, including Mrs Ann Wynn who 

had Thomas Sherlock’s books, Of Death on 24 October 1689, and Of Judgement on 

 
96 Griffiths, Pedigrees, p. 42; D.W. Hayton, Bulkeley, Richard, 3rd Visct. Bulkeley of Cashel [1](c. 

1658-1704), of Baron Hill, Anglesey. The History of Parliament, (2002). Retrieved 7 January 2022, 

from https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bulkeley-richard-1658-

1704 

97 Henry Whyte was High Sheriff of Anglesey, 1695-6. Griffiths, Pedigrees, p. 130.  

98 Bartolomea Platina, transl. by Sir Paul Rycaut. The Lives of the Popes (London, various dates). 

99 Richard Knolles and Sir Paul Rycaut. The Turkish History (London, various dates). 

100 Nicholsii [Nicholls], Defensio. 

https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bulkeley-richard-1658-1704
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1690-1715/member/bulkeley-richard-1658-1704
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14 September 1693,101 Madame Griffith with Athenae Oxoniensis102 on 15 

December 1697, and Mrs Ann Lewis who borrowed Walker’s Life of Christ103 on 12 

March 1703/4. Apart from Lady Bulkeley of Baron Hill, mentioned previously, and 

Madame Lumley Bulkeley,104 who both borrowed books of poems, it has not been 

possible to suggest the identity of any of these other women. However, the fact that 

women did borrow material from John Jones’s library matches the situation 

elsewhere. In fact, the Reigate register dated 1711-1788 recorded that two thirds of 

the 136 borrowers were female.105 The Rev. John Griffiths of Llandyssilio also noted 

the names of a number of women who borrowed books from his library in the late 

eighteenth century, although they were far outnumbered by men.106 

Finally, it is worth noting that not all of the items in John Jones’s library were 

borrowed or at least taken away by the person actually going to read them. The dean 

noted on 29 January 1695/6 that he had ‘lent David Parry Juvenal107 in quarto for his 

 
101 It seems likely that there is an error here since Thomas Sherlock was only born in 1678. However, 

William Sherlock wrote A Practical Discourse Concerning Death (London, various dates) and A 

Practical Discourse Concerning a Future Judgement (London, various dates) which would seem to fit 

the reference.   

102 Wood, Athenae Oxoniensis. 

103 It seems likely this refers to a copy of A Guide to Eternal Life, the last sermon given by George 

Walker (1581-1651). It was printed in Belfast in 1750, but John Jones would have had an earlier 

version. 

104 Madame Lumley Bulkeley was undoubtedly connected to Lumley Bulkeley (1665-1718), who was 

the younger brother of the aforesaid Richard, Lord Bulkeley. Griffiths, Pedigrees, p. 42 

105 Jacob, ‘Libraries’, p. 72. 

106 Evans, ‘John Griffiths’, 193. 

107 Juvenal, transl. by John Dryden, The Satires of Decimus Junius Juvenalis (London, various dates). 
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son’s use’. It stated on 21 May 1696 that Mr Morgan of Aber had borrowed the first 

volume of Dupin108 for his landlord. An entry for 15 December 1697 stated that 

Humphrey Humphreys, the bishop of Bangor, collected Nicolson’s English Historical 

Library and sent it for O Griffith ‘at Mrs Hughes and family’. Thomas Lewis, one of 

John Jones’s ‘poor tenants’ at Aber,109 was tasked on 16 June 1694 with conveying 

a couple of books to Mr Morgan of Aber. Also, on 15 October 1697, John Jones 

recorded, ‘Bishop Wigorn’ against Lock … Delivered to Mr Trig for Mr Francis 

Bulkeley for his use’,110 and ‘to Mr Jones, curate of Aber Pearson On the Creed111  

sent pro Thomas Griffiths’ daughter’. There were even instances of people passing 

books straight on to the next borrower, without returning them to the library at all: in 

Figure 1, a small note was added in the margin next to the listing for 19 September 

1695 to state that Wotton’s Reflections upon Ancient and Modern Learning112 lent to 

Mr Cockayn was actually with Mr R. Bulkeley. 

 

DISPERSAL OF THE LIBRARY  

Dean John Jones died on 27 October 1727113 and was buried six days later in 

Bangor Cathedral,114 three years after the final entry in the notebook made on 23 

 
108 Possibly a reference to the first volume of Louis Ellies Du Pin, A New History of Ecclesiastical 

Writers (London, various dates). 

109 Thomas Lewis was left 20s. in John Jones’s will. Aberystwyth, NLW, Will of John Jones. 

110 Presumably this entry refers to Edward Stillingfleet, The Bishop of Worcester's Answer to Mr. 

Locke's Letter (London, 1697). 

111 John Pearson, An Exposition of the Creed (London, various dates). 

112 William Wotton, Reflections Upon Ancient and Modern Learning (London, various dates). 

113 Wright, John Jones (1650-1727). 

114 Wright, ‘Dean John Jones’, 43. 
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May 1724. The dean’s will,115 proved at Bangor on 29 November 1727, contained 

the following provision for his library: 

 

I give and bequeath to the Library of the Cathedrall Church of Bangor lately 

erected – my library of books – that is to say – all such as are contained in a 

catalogue annexed to this my will, what books I have besides that are not 

mentioned in the said catalogue, I do give and bequeath to my nephew Owen 

Lloyd, rector of Llansadwrn – and if I should not have leisure to draw a schedule 

or catalogue of what books I leave to the Cathedrall Library and which to my 

nephew Owen Lloyd – then, in that case and if it so happens I do order and 

appoint that all my folios and quartos go the Library and also one moiety [one half] 

of the octavos – and all the rest (except as hereafter excepted) I give to my 

nephew Owen Lloyd… 

… I do not enclude my Bible nor my books of devotion in [the] bequest of my 

books – nor my small Welsh and English books and some of them of a larger size 

– which I bought on purpose to distribute among my poor parishoners and more 

especially among the poor children of my charity schools and tho I have given 

them a great number of such from time to time … what shall remain undisposed of 

at my death of the above mentioned Welsh and English books – being practical 

books and fitted for ordinary capacity be delivered in due proportions to my 

severall curates to be distributed according to their discretions, among my poor 

parishoners of Gyffin, Aber, Llanllechyd, Llanfihangel and Llanffinan – and among 

the poor children that are taught in the charity schools therein… 

 
115 Aberystwyth, NLW, Will of John Jones. 
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Jones bequeathed the parish churches of Llanllechid, Aber, Gyffin and Llanfihangel 

Ysgeifiog each a copy of the Welsh Bible in folio and the newest edition of the Welsh 

Common prayer book in folio. In addition, he left his nephew, Owen Lloyd, the rector 

of Llansadwrn, all of his ‘manuscripts containing anything of divinity or other learning 

in them’, amongst other things. 

Judging by the wording of his will, John Jones had planned his bequests carefully. 

Rather than preserving the contents of his library as it stood, Jones followed in the 

footsteps of many contemporaries like Barnabas Oley, rector of Gransden, by 

leaving his books to those who could be helped by them, either in their work or to 

help secure their salvation. Generous financial provision was also made to promote 

literacy and support education.116 It seems entirely in keeping with the way that the 

dean freely shared access to his books during his lifetime that he decided to split the 

contents of his library between Bangor Cathedral’s library, the parish churches with 

which he had strong associations, his poor parishioners, and the children attending 

his charity schools, as well as leaving a sizeable legacy of books and manuscripts to 

one of his nephews who was also a clergyman.  

Unfortunately, no list of books was attached to John Jones’s will, but the catalogue 

(dated 1961) of the Bangor Cathedral Library described Dean John Jones as ‘a 

trustee and benefactor of Bangor Diocesan Library and one of the most learned 

Churchmen of his time’.117 The catalogue’s introduction stated that the Diocesan 

Library was founded in 1709 with the purpose of loaning books to local clergymen 

and schoolmasters who needed them, and Dr John Jones, dean of Bangor was one 

 
116 Pearson, Book Ownership, p. 152; Jacob, ‘Libraries’, pp. 72, 75. 

117 Jones and Johnston, Catalogue, p. viii. 
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of the original local trustees.118 A letter written to the SPCK by Bishop John Evans 

dates the establishment of this lending library to July 1710.119 As stated in his will, 

the dean left a substantial proportion of his books to this library, and it was ordered 

that ‘the room above the Chapter House be divided and fitted up’120 to accommodate 

them. Finally, in 1960, it was agreed to deposit the Diocesan Library as a discrete 

collection in the library of the University College of North Wales (now known as 

Bangor University), so that the books would be properly catalogued, preserved and 

made available to a wider audience.121 Further information about the reasons behind 

the establishment of the four Welsh diocesan libraries, the rules governing their use, 

and a description of the contents of the Bangor Diocesan Library later deposited at 

the University can be found in Maura Tallon’s book about Welsh diocesan 

libraries.122 Undoubtedly some of the ‘treasures’ identified by Tallon would have once 

formed part of John Jones’s earlier lending library.123 

 

 
118 Ibid., p. xi. 

119 Ibid., p. xii. 

120 Aberystwyth, NLW. Chapter Acts, B/DC/V,1-5, August 20 1730, quoted by Martin Lowther Clarke, 

Bangor Cathedral (Cardiff, 1969), p. 24. 

121 Jones and Johnston, Catalogue, pp. xvii-xviii. 

122 Tallon, Church in Wales. 

123 Unfortunately, there is no list held in Bangor University Library of the books bequeathed by Dr 

John Jones to the Cathedral Library, or any references to them in the indices of the University 

Archives. Books in the University’s Welsh Library Collection that originally came from the Cathedral 

Library can by identified by the presence of general ‘Cathedral Library’ bookplates within their covers. 

Elen Simpson, Head of Archives and Special Collections, Bangor University, Email to researcher (10 

January 2022). 
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CONCLUSION 

Although it is possible to glean a great deal of information about John Jones’s library 

from surviving primary source material, perhaps there remain more questions than 

answers about its contents, the identities of the people who made use of it, and their 

motivations for doing so. Difficulties deciphering some of the highly abbreviated  

information in the notebook with certainty, or even at all in places, means that some 

of the details of the books and manuscripts as well as the identities of the people 

who borrowed them will remain uncertain or even lost; relatively common Welsh 

names do not help matters. Hence the identities of the Italian Fran Antonius Gioya, 

his host Tom Roberts, and the titles of the eight books in French and Italian he 

borrowed from the dean on 20 February 1701/2, will probably never be known. What 

is certain from this particular research though is that John Jones’s private library 

predated the diocesan and local lending libraries in Wales – indeed it is clear from 

existing sources that the dean made a major contribution to the establishment of 

both types of library. 

Dean John Jones’s private library may not have been as grand or as large as some 

other libraries, but like Richard Stonley, his “books direct us outwards, to networks 

and connections: family members who patronized the same bookbinders, members 

of the book trade centred around St. Paul’s Churchyard.”124 The reasons why John 

Jones opened the doors of his private library to others seem clear, but what about 

the motivations of the people who borrowed his material? Evidence from the 

notebook, supplemented by information from related primary source material 

 
124 Richard Stonley owned one of the largest libraries in early modern London at one point until he 

was imprisoned for debt. Jason Scott-Warren, Shakespeare’s First Reader. The Paper Trails of 

Richard Stonley (Philadelphia, 2019), pp. 16, 226-246. 
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suggests that a high proportion were part of a ‘community of learning’, either linked 

by their religious vocation or antiquarian interests, but what about the people with no 

obvious connections to those groups? Were they part of another informal circle of 

learning or merely family or friends who just enjoyed reading and finding out about 

things for themselves?  
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Figure 1. Entries for 18 September 1695 – 6 December 1695 (reproduced by 

permission of the National Library of Wales) 

Source: The Panton Papers, NLW MS 9102A 

 

  



34 
 

 

Figure 2. Entries for 28 February 1706/7 – 21 February [1708/9] (reproduced by 

permission of the National Library of Wales) 

Source: The Panton Papers, NLW MS 9102A 

 


