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REVIEW ARTICLE  
 
Refugees, migration and security: States, intelligence agencies and the 
perpetual global crisis  
 
Joanne Hopkins and R. Gerald Hughes  
 
Handbook on Migration and Security, by Phillippe Bourbeau (ed.), Cheltenham, 
Edward Elgar Publishing, 2018, pp.488, £140 (Hardback), ISBN: 
9781785360480.  
What is a Refugee?, by William Maley, London, Hurst and Company, 2016, 
pp.280, £12.99 (Paperback), ISBN: 9781849046794.  
 
Migrant, Refugee, Smuggler, Saviour, by Peter Tinti and Tuesday Reitano, 
London, Hurst and Company, 2018, pp.352, £12.99 (Paperback), ISBN: 
9781849049535. 
 
 
This disclaimer – which was taken out for some reason – needs to be inserted 
in the article. 
Joanne Hopkins This review has been conducted in my personal, academic 
capacity and based on the literature. The views expressed here are my own and 
should not be interpreted as reflecting those of the UK government or any 
organisations I may be associated with in my employment.  
 
Excerpt on page 1 reads.  
This then, in turn, enables extraordinary measures to taken in the name of ‘national 
security’.9 The concept of securitization is associated with the so-called 
‘Copenhagen School’ and is seen as being derived from the Constructivist method 
and Classical Political Realism.10

It should read: 
The concept of ‘securitization’, associated with the so-called ‘Copenhagen School’ 
and derived from the theories of Constructivism and Classical Political Realism9 is 
often utilized by states in order to justify extraordinary measures that are taken in the 
name of ‘national security’.10 
 
Page 11, notes read: 
9. Buzan et al., Security, 25.  
10. Williams, “Words, Images, Enemies, Securitization and International Politics,” 
512. 
They should read: 
9. Williams, “Words, Images, Enemies, Securitization and International Politics,” 512.  
10. Buzan et al., Security, 25. 
 
Excerpt page 1-2 reads: 
In 2016 the Washington Post reported that European intelligence agencies had 
identified the seeding of European-based terrorist cells by the so-called Islamic State 
(ISIS) group. 



It should read (with additional endnote inserted): 
In February 2016, Hans Georg-Maassen, the then head of the Bundesamt für 
Verfassungsschutz, Germany’s domestic intelligence agency, warned that ‘we have 
repeatedly seen that terrorists … have slipped in[to Europe] camouflaged or 
disguised as refugees.’12 Two months later, the Washington Post reported that 
European intelligence agencies had identified the seeding of European-based 
terrorist cells by the so-called Islamic State (ISIS) group. 
 
Page 3 reads: 
This reviewer agrees that the best way to understand the term refugee is to hear the 
stories, but to do so the lay reader maybe better to turn to the stories written by 
migrants themselves; in the case of Malala, I am Malala, or indeed in hearing the 
stories of female refugees travelling across Europe, Nujeen, which captures the 
experience of a teenage Syrian refugee who crossed Europe in a wheelchair. In her 
own words, she sums up what it feels like to be labelled a refugee, and all the social 
and political complications associated with that.  
It should read: 
These reviewers believe that the best way to understand the term ‘refugee’ is to hear 
the stories of the dispossessed and those in flight directly from the refugees 
themselves. To do so the lay reader maybe better to turn to the stories written by 
migrants themselves. In the case of Malala, I am Malala; or, for those seeking to 
hear the story of female refugees travelling across continents: Mustafa and Lamb’s 
Nujeen. The latter captures the experience of a teenage Syrian refugee who crossed 
Europe in a wheelchair with terrible reality. In her own words, Nujeen sums up what 
it feels like to be labelled a refugee, with all the dangers and the social and political 
complications associated with that status.  
 
Page 12, R. Gerald Hughes profile in Notes on contributors should read: 
R. Gerald Hughes is Reader in Military History and Director of the Centre for 
Intelligence and International Security Studies at Aberystwyth University. He is the 
author of The Postwar Legacy of Appeasement: British Foreign Policy Since 1945 
(2014); and Britain, Germany and the Cold War: The Search for a European 
Détente, 1949-1967 (2007). A reviews editor of Intelligence and National Security, 
Hughes is the author of a large number of book chapters and articles (most recently 
‘Islam in South Asia: The Deobandis and the Current State of Pakistan’ in 
Intelligence and National Security; “Fear has large eyes’: The History of Intelligence 
in the Soviet Union’ in the Journal of Slavic Military Studies; and ‘Between Man and 
Nature: The Enduring Wisdom of Sir Halford J. Mackinder’ in the Journal of Strategic 
Studies). He is the editor of a number of scholarly volumes including: The Cuban 
Missile Crisis: A Critical Reappraisal (2016); Intelligence and International Security: 
New Perspectives and Agendas (2011); Intelligence, Crises and Security: Prospects 
and Retrospects (2008); and Exploring Intelligence Archives: Enquiries into the 
Secret State (2008). R. Gerald Hughes is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
 
Page 12, Bibliography 
This entry reads: 
Brouwer, E., P. Catz, and E. Guild, eds. Immigration, Asylum, Terrorism: A of 
European Law. Nijmegen: Instituut voor Rechtssociologie/Centrum voor 
Migratierecht, 2003. 
This is wrong.  It must be changed to: 



Brouwer, E., P. Catz, and E. Guild, eds. Immigration, Asylum, Terrorism: A Changing 
Dynamic in European Law. Nijmegen: Instituut voor Rechtssociologie/Centrum voor 
Migratierecht, 2003. 
 
Page 13, add this to Bibliography: 
Simcox, R. ‘Merkel’s generous refugee policy puts Germany at risk’, The National 
Review, August 9, 2018. https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/08/angela-merkel-
refugee-policy-threatens-german-security-islamist-terrorism/ (accessed June 16, 
2018.   
 
Page 13, Bibliography 
Entry reads: 
Spencer, R. ‘What Is the Difference between a Refugee, a Migrant and an Asylum 
Seeker?’, Daily Telegraph, September 22, 2015. 
It should read: 
Spencer, R. ‘What Is the Difference between a Refugee, a Migrant and an Asylum 
Seeker?’, Daily Telegraph (London), September 22, 2015. 
 

                                                           
12 Simcox, ‘Merkel’s generous refugee policy puts Germany at risk’.  
 
 
 
 

RGH October 2018 


